POLICY DELIBERATIONS
1. Systematic planning and implementation, policy coordination, sensibilisation and monitoring of local policy-framing, preference on differentiated approaches based on genuine needs, representation of the evidences and facts, and consistent, permanent and systematic evaluation are indispensable.
2. The Member States have to strive in all cases for consistent implementation of the "full access" criterion. In addition to overcoming legal discrimination, "full access" also encompasses requirements for physical accessibility and usability, adjustment to needs, affordability, and quality in line with standards. In addition to removing legal obstacles, the aim is to bring public services closer to residential areas where the Roma population is highly concentrated, and to improve transport connections to institutions and to services that they have a right to access due to their circumstances.
3. The commitment of the new EU political administration has to be guaranteed to secure full implementation of the framework strategy. The Roma integration policy has to remain part of the European semester, and country-specific recommendations (CSRs) have to be consistently followed-up. 
4. Just systematic implementation of system-oriented strategies can bring results.
5. The key element of affirmative policies (empowerment) is enabling people belonging to a minority to make their voices heard and have their interests represented. We need to support tools and approaches helping them highlight their social handicaps as well as political efforts to overcome these handicaps. 

6. Those claiming to share the same identity must be able, on their own initiative and together with their chosen peers and as a community, to choose their own path and preserve the language, culture, customs etc. constituting the basis of their identity. This is why the national Roma integration strategy has to pave the way to enabling those who claim Roma identity to develop their own communities, and their own public forums (media), and organisations and to make them work (as in the case of any other minority group suffering from social exclusion).
7. The network of national Roma contact points planned by the European Commission must be made genuinely operational. The network only makes sense if it has the requisite powers and resources, especially funding. These contact points must operate on the basis of close, institutionalised cooperation with civil society organisations.
8. A network of independent experts must be established in each Member State in order to ensure sound evaluation of the NRISs. Member States must also allocate funding for EU monitoring and (independent) evaluation by civil society organisations, for example under the operational programmes. Monitoring and evaluation activities must certainly be taken into account in programme funding. 

9. Given the conclusions reached in the explanatory memorandum of the proposed recommendation
 and given the deterioration of the socio-economic situation due to the crisis, the Committee considers that the Council should make use of its power to adopt legally binding acts in order to alleviate the distress and great poverty that endangers people's lives and to combat the most extreme effects of discrimination, racism and anti-Roma prejudice.
10. Especially in cases of extreme disadvantage, clear frameworks for the implementation of human rights and the long-overdue introduction of benchmarks and indicators to enable this kind of situation to be assessed must be established.

11. Groups of independent researchers equipped with legal instruments and the necessary safeguards in terms of research ethics carry out assessments of the implementation of the strategies and are backed up by assured funding and transparency in the use of funds.

12. Consequent use of the possibilities of OMC by the decision making bodies of the EU in the implementation of the integration policy. 

13. Roma should not be given special rights but their European citizenship must be fully respected, while also guaranteeing them all fundamental EU rights as well as all citizens' rights, to ensure that those rights are respected and to penalise any failure to do so, particularly where people responsible for law enforcement act in an unfair and discriminatory way.
14. Efforts must be made to identify solutions for extreme forms of poverty that violate human rights, failure to meet basic needs (e.g. lack of access to drinking water, healthcare or basic sanitation for people living on the outskirts of towns, camps, children starvation, human trafficking, extreme harmful labour environment and labour forms etc.). 
15. It is vital to properly involve and mobilise the Roma in all of the areas of action, to broaden  the conceptual framework for cooperation, a culture of consensus seeking that goes beyond consultation alone.
16. The European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights and the Member States have not yet been able to establish the indicators and benchmarks which are a prerequisite for evaluating strategies and intervention programmes, or the relevant methodologies and requirements on which proper and independent data collection and reporting depend
. Current Member State monitoring and evaluation practices are often limited to reports drawn up without any real evaluation method, sometimes based on not reliable data , and it is not unusual for them to produce entirely biased outcomes.

17. Evaluation tasks should be entrusted to groups of researchers and institutions selected by open calls for tender. They should be professional and free of political links, and their independence should be further upheld by a range of legal instruments (e.g. introduction of a declaration of absence of conflict of interest, transparency rules for finance and use of funds, verification by the scientific community, monitoring of research methods, etc.).

18. In addition to the programmable, transparent and appropriate funding of equality bodies, the legal situation of such bodies must also be strengthened; at the same time, equality authorities must also maintain permanent and close links with the relevant associations representing the Roma. 
19. Indicators must be set for accurately measuring the degree of Roma integration and involvement (e.g. employment rate in local or central administration, data on school attendance, rates of involvement in programme implementation, etc.).

20. In order to tackle the segregation and discrimination that goes back generations and weighs on all facets of the lives of those concerned, implementing programmes in the form of projects focusing on one particular problem area is not enough. It is now vital to opt for a systematic approach to achieving the strategic objectives.

21. Support the introduction of basic income instrument, so that a certain rate (60-65 %) of the minimum wage, linked also to the number of children is provided, in consequence a secure standard of living can be guaranteed for families living in extreme poverty.
22. It is unacceptable that children suffer from hunger. Supply of meals should be granted on national coverage to ensure that meals can be provided in school (during holidays as well).  
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� 	"... while Member States have had the legal possibility to act to address the issue of Roma integration, the measures planned so far are not sufficient. Due to the lack of a coordinated approach to the issue of Roma integration, there are growing discrepancies among Member States."


� 	Point 4.4 of the proposal for a recommendation.





